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BANK OF NOVA SCOTIA (ST VINCENT)

ABANDONED PROPERTIES

Bequia Mount Gay Music Fest 2011

“I was blown away…!”

These were the words on the
lips of just about everyone who
attended the Bequia Mount
Gay Music Fest last weekend.
Last year the event was de-
scribed as “the best kept se-
cret in the Caribbean”; the
huge audience figures this year
made it clear that the secret is
now very much out!

Bequia began filling up with
visitors and yachts many days
before the event and a real buzz
of anticipation was in the air.
Music lovers from all over the
world, from neighbouring
Caribbean countries, from
Bequia, and especially from St
Vincent came by sea and air to
enjoy a superb weekend of top-
class musical entertainment.
Those who could not attend
enjoyed a live broadcast and
internet stream of all the
performances on Cross County
Radio and Nice Radio, reaching
a truly global audience.

Bequia Mount Gay Music
Fest Director, Wilfred Dederer,
put together a programme of
music which catered for all tastes
and all ages, ranging from
Country & Western and

traditional Bequia string music,
to blues to jazz to reggae to hip
hop to rock to soca, with some
superb pan-playing thrown in
for good measure.

“The blend of artists was
extraordinary, and the
coordination of the show was
superb, which speaks to a very
high level of professionalism and
a lot of advance planning,”
commented Vincentian Duane
Arthur, who was one of hundreds
who journeyed from the
mainland to attend the event.
“There was really something for
everyone; the music brought
people of all types together. I
looked around and saw all these
different faces – from Bequia,
from abroad, from the mainland
and I knew something very
special was happening – it was
like “Woodstock”s little
brother!”

With the Elite Steel
Orchestra kicking off the event
on Thursday at the Frangipani
Hotel, Friday night belonged to
the Mustique Blues Festival with
Dana Gillespie and her London
Blues Band, who wowed the
crowd with their amazing line-

up of guest artists including
Jamie Little on drums, Dino
Baptiste and Paddy Milner on
keyboard, guitarists Lewis
Cohen and the ever-popular Ian
Siegal, and the amazing vocals
of Detroit-born Blues giant
Marcus Malone. Basil Charles’
Mustique Blues musicians
graciously volunteer their
performance in Bequia in
exchange for a generous
contribution by the event
organizers to the Basil Charles
Education Foundation.
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Trumpeter Jim Coleman from New York Photos courtesy Wilfred Dederer

Crowd at De Reef

Music lovers liming at Bequia Beach Hotel

Arturo Tappin blew the audience away




